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()PINIONS

College policy protects  discussion, not

by Kevin Moss

Editor’ sNote: The author is
aninstructorinthe RussianDe-
partment and an adviser to
MGLBA.

A racist would find Middle-
bury College's harassment pol-
icy particularly extremist in
regard to its condemnation of
racialslurs; an antisemite would
find itextremistin its protection
of ethnic and religious groups.
Inlast week's letter to the editor
David Upham finds it extremist
in regard to speech opposed lo

notabuse blue-eyed people. And
what are the slurs, derogatory
comments and disparaging ref-
erences toblue-eyed people that
onemight protect anyway? Why
is it everyone keeps using only
one example? Could it be that
first amendment rights are not
really the issue? Could it be that
the real issue is intolerance of
homosexuality? -
Intolerance hasahistory. The
Nazis sought to exterminate
Jews, gays, and Gypsies. The
ancient Greeks, on the other

uality. The languag hand, considered i f
the college policy protects all homosexuals a barbarian char-
equally: “any form of harass- acteristic (Plato,Symposium182

menj that insults the dignity of
others is not accepted.” Blue-
eyed people need not fear that
they may be victimized with im-
punity.

Careful reading of the har-
assment policy shows that it
specifically protects discussion
of sensitive matters and expres-
sion of opinion. Nothing 1s
banned, nothing is prohibi

D). The Roman Catholic posi-
tion on homosexuality has var-
ied greatlv over time (which
suggests to me that it might be
based on somelhmg olhcr than
purclyreligi )
Scriptural references to homo-
sexuah(y are fmught with mis-
and
tion. And the same texts which

nooneis coercad The tenets of
Roman Catholicism are safe,
unless there is oneI donotknow
about thatsays, “Thou shalt call
thy neighbor ‘fag’ and use in-
sulting and derogatory lan-
guage.” The policy describes a
rangeof types of behavior which
may be addressed in a number
of ways by the community.
There is no threat to the free
-exchange of ideas.

Thanks, Mr. Upham, by the
way, for your idea of the “eye
color” analogy: onthe onehand
bemg homosexual should be

lity con-
demn hypocrisy and exclude the
greedy from heaven, yet for
hypocrite
burned at the stake and the
greedy are not persecuted; the
scriptures are adhered to selec-
tively. If we take, on the other
hand, the tradition of the church
fathers, there was indeed a vo-
cal minority which censured
ual acts, but th
church fathers condemned ab-
solutely “lending at interest,
sexual intercourse during the
menstrual -period, jewelry or
dyed fabrics, shaving, regular

d allyrep-
rehensible than having blue eyes.
For some reason, though, no
one seems to object that their
first amendment rights are in-
fringed upon because they can-

bathing, wearing wigs, serving
inthecivil governmentorarmy,
performing manual labor on
feast days, eating kosher food,
practicing circumcision” (John
Boswell,Christianity, Social

What should be the
New World Order?

by Jean Richardot eliminationof the widening gap
Editor’s Note: This is the between developed and devel-
continuationof the author'stwo  oping countries and ensure
part series. slndx]y accelerating economic
The presentcli ininter- P in peace and jus-
national relations is more at- tice for present and future gen-

tuned to meet the aforemen-
tioned y chall than

erations, including domesuc

r 1

intheds

hatred

Tolerance and Homosexuality, ~ dents were diegnosed as insane ~ should be asking is not whether
166). Let him who is without and subjected to in = ornoth lity is amen-
sin... menul instilmions Now, the tal disorder, but what might lie
On the side of tol in same dissid ivedas  behind thedesire toclassify it as
the high middle ages an openly ~ prophets of dcmocmcy Such  such.
gay archbishop could appoint abuses are worth remembering, T'hope this letter contributes
his lover bishop, and monks though 1o one Now willdefend  to the free exchlngc of ideas
could write h ic relig-  th tificgrounds.Like-  andtoth inuing p of
ious poetry app ly without heclassificationofhomo-  education. In many cases a
fear of censure. Richard Lion - sexuality as a mental disord negative opinion of h
Heart, the crusading king and  should be a subject for discus- ality can be stripped by such a

symbol of chivalric idealism,
was both Catholic and gay. Only
later, when Jews and heretics
were also being burned at the
stake, did it become dangerous
to be gay.

In the Soviet Union dissi-

sion. Surely no one with a de-
gree in psychology would de-
fend such a position. It is a
“major question,” asMr. Upham
points out, though not in psy-
chology, but in the history of
psychology. The question we

process of its ostensible justifi-
cation to reveal what lies behind:
it: naked hatred and intolerance
of difference. The opinions and
ideas we can discuss. It is the
hatred and intolerance that have
no place at Middlebury.
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/ s+ AND
THEN
THERE' S
THE
NEW
WeRLD
OROER...

In more recent instances the
US has joined UN efforts to
avert global disaster from de-

AIDS, no state can cvolve a
solution alone, if a true New
World Order is the goal. UN

FOR

:xp;p'ectnmu on basic prin-
cnples to guide international

ever before. But smgely. itis  tries themselves. pletion of the ozone layer, as in ~ World Conferences on scveral inrespect
in g long-t This declarati di fthe M IProto-  of these critical problems have  of the environment and devel-
and social objectives that the in the form of -m-mfem dis- ~ col forcurbmgd\kxoﬂuaow already outlined the policies to  opment. Itwill alsosetan agenda
UN faces the greatest obstacles  pleased the industriali bon Add: g such folhwllthebcd nationaland  for action into the 21st century
on the road to any New World tries. It did, however, contain ~ world ic,social and jonallevels,and several  and consider the strengthening
Order. Success hasnotyclbeen sevaalvnhdclnms mchnsfot loxlcal pmblems much more  action programs have been  of relevant and realizable insti-
hieved in satisfactorily inte- providing greater 1 as- y than in the past be-  started. tutional mechanisms and proc-
grating the world and i for d ping coun-  comesanil iveofthe New The UN Stockholm Confer-  esses.
improving living conditions in  tries, renegotiating their debts  World Order. enceon the Environmentin 1972 The US must be resolute in
the Third World. Currently, 70  and improving trade terms and Nodoublblhlulludand was the first to recognize the taking the lead in the UN, to-
percent of the world’s popula-  conditions. The “New Interna- h heThird  deterioration of our envi gether with its partners, in ad-
tion enjoys only 30 percent of tional Economic Order”isnow World will remain the most  as a global problem. The UN  dressing these problems. Many
world income. A more vigorous dud. yet in some new form the important approach for some  Confc Envi and UN action programs have
attack on i hunger, dthereinwillhave  years.ButtheUNshould—and  Develog ke pl proved llent at the \ v
overpopulation, and discasesin o be re-examined, if not glob- can — do much morc 1o im-  yearinBrazil and already in full (continued on plige 23)
the Third World is needed to ally, at least regionally and lo-  prove cconomic, social and o
wvoidnewconflct nd v caly: wmmmeniscn o (Correcting Upham
Theindustrialized countries ~ Times are changing. A few 15 percent of world aid and
rejected the“New International ~ years ago the United States, by Matthew Reed order was explicitly repudiated
Economic Ordes” pronosed at.  becanse of free-enterprisc lob-  now gothrough the UN sysiem. In the Opinions scction of by the Board of Trustees of the
the UN by the “Group of 77" bying athome, did not approve ?wvf‘dh“m”glﬂ- thelatest Campus, David Upham - American Prychiatric Associs-
(actually a group of 125 non- a UN I I Authori that most p d what he feels is “a  tion and its general member-
aligned member states of the concerning development of lﬂ'eﬂmlhpllﬂl‘w“ major question within psychol- lhv uvdlubylhAm
UN) which in 1974 proclaimed ~ seabed for the benefit W‘Mﬂ“fﬂ_ﬂhﬂuﬂ ogy: whether homosexual ori- i
their détermination to work for  of humanity. Ital dvirm:  action. To deal with environ-  entation constitutes a mental ,Co-uq-ntly.q 1973 the
the urgent cstablishment of 2 ally alonc inthe worldinreject- mental p Ppop disorder.” o American Psychiatric Associa-
new order based on equity, ing as a package the new UN _ explosion, refugees and inter- Itshouldbe pointedout,how-  tion removed homosexuality
i and Lawofthe Scaagreement. Such _national trade and debt scttle-  cver, that in 1972 the idea that _from its official list of psychiat-
tion among the state ble o b idered. ment, drugs and  homosexuality is a mental dis-  ric disorders.
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