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Middlebury i is tense as it defines political correctness

by Drew Lang
Political correctness was the
pervading theme in last week's
issue of The Campus. The ten-
sion felt by students b of

the present questions concem-
ing the politically correctmove-
ment is apparent. One cartoon

lamgwnh“commoncamsy Chad Bryant was sensitive in ~ ciple, fratemities are sexistand  divergent opinions should be charge of puerility and impu-
ismorcimportantthantheintel-  his article to the significanceof elitist institutions. Mlddlebury welcome from all people and  dence against what he cllls
lectual battle being wagedover PC by pointi g to must ititself g factions here at Middlebury. I  “liberated social i

the definition of PC. B h y as themode of cond! and p ing d feelitis ial, h ,that Wemnotfghungamoluuon
the smof anarticlewritten by which everyone should con- and Wi in pressing oneself a person  here. We are trying to promote
by Leland Hart lies a fi i ductth Ives. I disagree with chlngmgnwdsmddcmmdsof must bear in mind the interests  open-mindedness and aware-
and contempt for the PCmove-  Mr: Bryant, however, whenhe ~ society. ¢ of others. Individual expres- ness of the rights and the needs
ment. At the end of his article, ~discountsthe importance oflec- Mr. O"Neil attacks the fac-  sion is important, but consid- of every person on campus.

tion of others, and for society

Sacrifice |nd a willingness to

as a whole, is imperative in

is yonthe

today’s pluralistic world.
Leland Hart suggested sar-
lly that we should call

suggestedthatourlanguageand  Mr. Hart cried out for his free-  tures and debate on p ulty, the admini andthe
ourculture has beenchangedso  dom as an individual, wishing Leclums idea lus for dents on pus who pro-
drastically as a result of politi-  forthe ability to exist apart from thus opening new these cthical standards. He
cal correctness that people no  PC without being p dby ideas,evaluatingp di mfas to Old Chapel as an “au-
longer know whatis bl liberals. Regardlessof tions, and avoiding indi: ianregime,” and consid
todoandsay. Danicl O'Neil,in _ one’sposition, Ithinkitisfairto tions. ersPCtobe thc thought police.

hisletter tothe editor, suggested
that the politically correct move-
ment is degenerative and limit-
ing. Mr. O'Neil stated that at-
tempts being made at Middle-
bury to open people’s minds

“say that everyone feels the heat

of PC.

Catherine Sti 'srecent

Dan O’Neil, in his rejection
of PC, and specifically of

1, oo, feel the tension at Mid-
dlebury because of a limited
bulary and I agree that

14, 1

lhc pmssum whlch people are
feeling in the face of PC. In her

Middlebury's R d

an equal and informed commu-

nity, rejects the notion of de-
'y and ad individ

serve rather to limit people’s ~ lecture, she spoke about prob-  ual fnvonnsm on the basis of
choices and forcethem to think  lems that arise as a result of gender and privilege. All male
in a prescribed manner. criticizing and mislabeling PC.  fratemnities, of which Mr. O’Neil
Another article written by ~ ShesaidthatPCmay beequated  argues in favor, are anachronis-
Chad Bryant questionedhowto  with liberal democracy and she  tic and dnscnnumlay in prin-
define PC. Mr. Bryant was argued that open-minded ciple. Fi may
unable, h 1o fc latea and an of all human show cmsdcnnm and open-
definition and luded that is at the heart of PC. ness to all people, but in prin-
DKE By no means do I mean to  citizens who felt there was a
3 suggest that DKE is ignoring serious wrong which existed in
(continued frompage'l9) those changes. hssumyomhn their society. The leaders were
thanthatof DKE's. Thoseclubs  we are 1} i lightened by their i
were seen as discriminatory  ourplace asasingle- sexorgam— ents, not vise versa.
because women were being  zation ded by coedu Likewise, ch on this
deprivedof business opportuni-  tional institutions. With thisin campus during the 1960's were
ties being conducted within  mind we proposed an alterna- initiated by the students when
these all-male clubs. This kind tive to the college’s mlmg on Middlebury men and women
of separation of the sexes vio- i ities. This p were faced with the glaring fact

lated the Civil Rights Act of
1964 and therefore substanti-
ated the argument that those
clubs should become integrated.

I should also add that the
power of the'so called “old boy
network” is often greatly over-
estimated. Our national is
merely an organizing center for
its satellite chapters—ourties to
it are explicitly social. It is not
an employment office or a net-
working body. The same holds
true for ourlocal Alumni group.

Apart from the Civil Rights
Act of 1964, the United States
Constitution continues to pro-
tect expressive associations
which are political and/or inti-
mate in character. DKE con-
tends that it falls into the latter
category due to the nature of the
house and its brotherhood. So
although many important shifts
are occurring concerning the
gender make-up of formerly
single- thelegal

would have allowed for the in-
tegration of men and women in
the membership and leadershi

that the fraternities were still
racially exclusive. Several fra-

acting on their own,

of the house. However, it was
swept under the rug by the
administration and never even
reached the Trustees. At best,
only ahandful of students knew
‘what this proposal was all about.
Obviously, the admini

separated ties with their racist

national organizations and ad-

mitted black members. While

the school may have played a

rolein this decision by fostering

progressive thmkmg, the lcmal
h were not impl

refused to recognize any new
views on the matter, and it kept
to a decision which was, for the
most part, made without student
input.

What is important to note is
that the changes being imposed
on DKE are not coming from
within the fraternity itself, but
from without, and this we be-
lieve is wrong? If you take a
close look at the history of the
Civil Rights movement of the
1950s and 60s, what you w:l.l
find is that the d

bythe admxmstnuon. butby the
students themselves.

By forcing us to change, the
administration is denying us the
opportunity to examine and re-
spond to this issuc on ourown—
aright which we feel wepossess
as an off-campus organization.
If the college succeeds in its
action against DKE, then the
important lessons of gender
awareness will be lost. Instead
of coming to terms with this
issuc on our own, and thereby

l964wunouhewodnofd:vme

aspect of those changes do not
directly apply tothe DKE house
at Middlebury.

piration on the pan of Con-
gress and the President, but it

g Imp P
from it, we willmerely be forced
lo recognize an administrative

wasinstead theresult of years of
endless protest by millions of

P of what is better
for us as students of Middle-
bury.

P NN

the mail room “The Gender
Neutral Room” or “The Recep-
tacle for the United States Postal
Service.” I return to him his
| SWEAR
AV'T A

THE NEW

part of cvery student to relieve
the tensions we now feel. Such
conduct will create a level of
high moral standards and soli-
darity within the Middlebury
community where everyone is
supportive of one another.

Kip, IT
PAY uT,
RULES JUST

SAY You WAVE To

BE PuT
REGULAR

oN THe
PAYRoLL ...

GUEST LECTURER,
MAYBE ...

Four years later
(continued from page 20)
the houses next year. The ap-
parent problem is the noise.

I am astounded that for the
past twenty years noisec was

mvermghohpoblemw
banli ic. Ih layed in

new rules may soon affect eve-
ryone. This kindof hypocritical
policy to further mgulne our
lives is s0 obvi

. Py

out of space in Johnson and
Wright! Before any considera-
ions for what needed to be done

were

thatit’s sickening. Molepowa
to the school, no power to the
students.

Students arc being treated

abandonmuc-npmrfm:ﬂuee
ymnndhavehdloshutdown

like children in more ways than
one. Not only are we told what
we should believe in, but there

were set in motion, however, a
man named Wendell Brasc was
brought in from outside the
school to assess the situation
and cxamine the needs for arts.
Mr. Brase decided that indeed
the music, dance, art, and thea-
ter d needed more

lyonce. Yes,
the first time was at DKE, but
the noise complaint, however,
was filed by aresidentnear KDR
atleastahalfamile away. Who's
kidding who? Ourband hashad
more complaints of noise from
playing over at Cook SDU than
playing atall of the other houses

conceming the students them-
sclves that we never hear about
until too late. A prime example
of this was the raise in tuition

sp-ce.'lbefaa-ltyndnm
agreed with this notion so the
building was started. The plan
scemed noble, so monecy was

not passing judgement on the
decision that was made, but I am

Students should have been
uked what was needed. Per-

h 14h

safety of the students. On Fri-
d:ym‘hl.lhaewmon}ywo

suggesting that students may
have other needs than what the
school has coined “the premier
facility in New England for the
ars.”

When the wholc idea was
originally conceived, two mil-
lion dollars were set aside to
startthe project. It is amazing to
think where just some of that
moncy couldhave gone. Theart
department itself is suffering
from budget cuts for supplies
ndoherhncneeds The

last year. I now undk d the
school’s needs to raise the tui-
tion to such an extent, but to be
slappedmthel’acemoneday

PP y
the school runs Cook, they feel
that these noise plaints
e e e

wnwmndenucwldcu:leu
about what is happening to the

vml'--.--
ble. " The stud
Mldhmofnx:hcgpihn-
tions. Additionally, the current
pm)ea concemning the new
: rillion dollar artbuild

sociallife, butnevertheless, stu-*

dent rights are dwindling and

‘n;i:amyuwynmelf.
The project was conceived

campaign and mostly through
gift giving for the building it-
self.

But who arc Mr. Brase, the
faculty, and the trusices to say
that a new cightcen million
dollnmhnkﬁn;v-l-m-

) job of the visiting
professorship was even in dan-
ger of being lost because of
moncy problems. It seems to
defeat the purpose of having a
new art building when there

II-
Ya. mae space was needed,
but is that the primary item that
needed attention? | am certainly

fmdmm;bndlhelonho-
ulty positions in the film dep:

ly guards on duty for the
amncw- Right now the
afford

ment. Perhaps moncy could
have been used 10 repair the
treacherous upper A lot. Per-
haps the school could raise
moncy 1o fix the heat in DU
where [ live. I've been told by
the head of the service building
that “The facility used to heat
DU isn’t adequate for its size.
What the building needs is a
whole new heating system.”
Well put one in 50 that people
wholive there in the future don't
freeze 1o death. H other

Lep
needed

10 the work
in the dining halls and the serv-
ice building. But the school can
affordiolook good by construct-
n;lmouyofnnhﬂd-
ing. The school has decided
what its long term goals are and
itwill follow through with them.
Right now the students are not
Everyday it scems that stu-
dents are less and less in control
of their own lives at Middle-

bury. 1 that this trend

dents on this campus may
requirc something that takes
priority over my need for heat.
Sobeit, but let the students have
a say in what that is.

Although many people
complain about campus secu-

will until the school
has shaped student life into its
restricted ideal, including the
new proposal (0 ban kegs from
social houses. | am surc that one
day I will retum to

but I doubt that I will be able o
recognize any aspects of it ex-
cept its exterior.



