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Take Back the Night march confronts rape and wolence

By Raegan Randolph
Staff Writer

Confronting such issues as rape,
sexual assault and domestic vio-
lence members of the Middlebury
College community gathered to-
gether last Friday night to partici-
pate in the Coalition for Feminist
Consciousness’ annual Take Back
the Night March. The march was
the culmination of a week of activ-
ities sponsored by the CFC to raise
awareness of the violence against
women and to conmimemorate and
empower the victims of sexual and

physical abuse. :
Coordinator of the Coalition for
Feminist Consciousness (CFC)
Kate Landis *99 was pleased with
the number of people who sup-
ported the march. “We had a lot of
_people who had never been-in-
volved in the issue before,” said
Landis. An estimated 60 people,
one-third of whom were male, at-
tended the event. Landis viewed the

group as “a cross-section of the’

community.”

There was an especially signifi-
cant attendance this year on behalf

of different campus minority and
activist groups and by men, includ-
ing male students, the college’s Vice
President Ronald Liebowitz and
President John McCardell. “One
thing that really struck me,” said.
Melissa Fuller 01, “was the amount
of guys there to support the
women.. It shows that it’s not just a
woman’s problem; it's something
everybody needs to be aware of
Fuller was one of the several mem-
bers of the women’s rugby team
who supported the march.

The Take Back the Night March,
an event celebrated every April on
college campuses and in town com-
munities as part of Sexual Assault
Awareness month, began at 8 p.m.
Friday at the Chellis House and
wound its way through the entire
campus. The crowd processed
holding candles that were difficult
to keep-lit with the force of the
wind and shouted out affirmative
statements that addressed the is-

'Teleconference seeks to
create literacy programs

By Siti Masturah Ismail
Staff writer

On Thursday, April 16,2 nation-
wide teleconference sponsored by
the Charles Stewart Mott Founda-
tion and mediated by Vice Presi-
dent Al Gore and entitled “Making
After-School Count” was broad-
cast live from Louisiana into Mid-
dlebury College’s Sunderland com-
puter lab. The teleconference
sought to engage teachers, princi-
pals, parents and other interested
members of the community in a
discussion on how to create effec-
tive after-school programs across
the country.

Invitations to participate had
been extended to everyone in Ad-
dison County; however, only five
community members were in at-

tendance. including Director of

Student Activities Tiffany Sargent,.
representing Middlebury College’s
Page 1 program. Launched as part
of the college’s Bicentennial cele-
brations, the Page 1 Literacy Pro-
ject hopes to promote literacy and
reading in ,Addison County
through student, staff and faculty
involvement.

After-school programs were one
avenue through which Sargent had
hoped Middlebury College could
focus its literacy efforts. During the
conference, Gore outlined four rea-
sons why the need to establish
after-school programs has now be-
come an issue that demands im-
mediate national response. Gore
said that effective after-school pro-
grams help parents cope with the
difficult task of juggling work and
family, turning the problem of idle

after-school programs, especially
those that will involve technologi-
cal learning, enrichment classes,
recreational activities and drug-
prevention.

The Middlebury community
has not responded with an appli-
cation for funding, despite efforts
by Sargent to raise awareness of
such a valuable resource. ;

As.a “rural” community, Mid-
dlebury would have stood a good
chance at securing the aid. Sargent
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Gore mediated the teleconference.

thinks there has not been a huge
local participation because after-
school programs are already in ex-
istence in most schools in the area.

She i,s-however, intrigued by
the idea of community partner-
ships that were brought up in the
discussion, where local agencies,
b and schools are encour-

time for youth into a major oppor-
tunity for learning of new skills
and in turn providing a safe envi-
ronment for children otherwise
vulnerable to harmful activities
These programs also draw com-
munities together through the full
utilization of local resources.

To support community-based
initiatives, Congress is expected to
approve $1 billion over the next
five years towards the creation of

aged to work together to empower
the community. Sargent hopes to
address new ways through swhich
connections between the College’s

Volunteer Services Organization

(VSO) and the existing after-
school programs can b\e\lmngth-
ened.

At present, some Middlebury
students are already actively par-
ticipating in programs like Mary

(see Teleconference, page 12)

sues of sexual assault and violence.
The crowd chanted such phrases as
“good sex starts with yes” and
“Middlebury College unite, take
back the night” The participants
tailored some of their statements to
address the issue of sexual assault-
specifically at Middlebury; in these
chants they demanded blue safety-
lights and a more effective sexual
assault policy. The CFC holds these
two problems as most urgent in the
college community.

In 1996, Jennifer Handal 98
conducted a study of blue lights on
26 college campuses comparable to
Middlebury and found that Mid-
dlebury was the only college with-
out them. For example, Handal
found that Williams College has
270 blue lights.. According to Han-
dal, Middlebury’s lack of sufficient
campus lighting violates the Cam-
pus SecurityAct passed by the U.S.
Congress in 1992. But it is not the
legality of the issue that concerns
the CFC as it continues to fight for
blue lights. “Blue lights provide
people with a sense of safety and
make others feel that they need to
be aware of the possibility of sexu-
al violence on campus;’ said Landis.
The other major concern expressed
in the Take Back the Night March
was Middlebury’s sexual assault
policy. Handal calls Middlebury’s
sexual assault policy “toothless.”

Last year the Sexu-
al Assault Policy
Task Force and the
Safety Task Force fi
collaborated  to
draft an extensive {
sexual assault poli-
cy with a protocol
for the process of
reporting a sexual
assault offense. The
task forces submit-
ted the policy to
the College. The
College adopted &
the policy officially |
but: also reduced

the policy to what
Landis called in an |
Opinions - article
published in last
week’s edition of |
The Campus, “a
mere half column
in the handbook
that nobody knows

Carina Curnow

Silent Witness spoke during Take Back the Night.

about.”

According to Landis, Middle-
bury has not treated the sexual as-
sault policy with the attention and
seriousness it deserves in part, be-
cause the administration is igno-
rant of the sexual assault problems
on campus. Landis also claims that
the silence kept by student victims
of rape and sexual assault is a result

of Middlebury’s lack of programs 3

that foster open discussion of the
issue. Handal agreed with Landis
on the College’s neglect of the issue,
“The administration doesn't realize
that sexual assault is a silent epi-
demic” Anyone who attended Take
Back the Night Week’s Speak Out
last Wednesday cannot deny that
sexual assault, rape and violence

are real problems at
(see Take Back page 12)




