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‘Take Back the Night’ protests violence against women

By Marika Holmgren

On April 25, over 150 members
of the Middlebury College and town
community took partin a**Take Back
the Night” March in protest of do-
mestic violence. Candles in hand,
students, faculty and town members
left Proctor Terrace after sunset and
returnéd one hour later to hear four
speakers address the issue of vio-
lence against women.

Coordinated by Elizabeth Toder
'90, the event mirrored similar
marches thathave recently taken place
in many cities and schools.

The march was co-sponsored by
fifteenstudentorganizations, includ-
ing the six fraternitics, the Women's
Union, the Department of Security
and the Escort Service. The four
speakers did not charge a fee tospeak.

The program began at 8:00 with
an opening address from Toder.

** ‘Take Back the Night' is a vis-
ible protest against violence against
women. On the most basiclevel, this

march at night involves the fear that
women fecl when they walk alone,”
Toder said.

“[Some people] do not think that
violence againstwornen is aproblem
here, oraproblem at all. As a woman
I understand what it’s like to walk
down a dark street and be afraid,”
said Toder. “And I'm angry that I
have to be afraid about this, because
I don’t think it’s right that anyone
should make me feel this way.”

“So I want Lo say that this fecling
is relevant 1o Middlcbury College
and our ‘safe’ town. In the past year

and ahalf, three female students have
been attacked, and this is the only
-obvious violehce that we know
about,” Toder said.

“This violence affects everyone.
If one out of three women is raped in
her lifetime, she’s any man’s sister,
mother, girlfriend or even daughter.

Women and men are victims to-
gether.” concluded Toder.

The Vermont Coordinator of the
National Organization of Women
Mary Stevenson, gave the first ad-
dress. She began by praising the
college’s gender report.

“Ithink the admiinistration here is
to be commended for having a study
about the way women are treated
here, and then when it tumed out to
be not so terrific, to publicize it. That
took courage, but the first step to
curing abad problem is to shed some
light on it,” she said.

Stevensan proceeded 10 describe
instances of violence against women
and the attitudes thataccompany this
problem. Stevenson cited statistics
of domestic violence, adding that
*“onc’s home can be a dark and scary
place.”

“We girls, women were social-
ized to be thoughtful, nurturing, self-
Iess, gentle. Our brothers were so-
cialized to be aggressive and rough.
We girl-women were taught to make

"

things come out right, son

Over 150 people gathered for last Wednesday night’s march.
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“We will prevail. We will take back
thenight.”

Facilitator of the Men's Education
Project on Domestic Abuse Bob
Staley-Mays, addressed the crowd
next, citing further statistics of inter-

said. “We do live in a patriarchal
society, with six-thousand year old
roots. It’s heavy being a woman after
six-thousand ycars of patriarchy.”
Stevenson concluded by saying,

national d icviolence. Hespoke
of the cnormous rate of domestic
violence in such countrics as Thai-
land, Indiaand New Guinea. Accord-
ing o Staley-Mays, in many of these
countries women arcconsidered infe-

rior to men, and subjugation of
women is culturally sanctioned.

*“In the United States
beaten every fifteen seconds. Four
women are killed every day by their
batterers.” he said.

Staley-Mays referred to problem
of violence against women as the
war waged by men against women

“All of this is part of a war that
isn’tcovered in the newspapers. It's
not called a war,” he said

awomanis

Task force subcommittees present reform

By Erika Burk

Atthe Community Council meet-
ing on Monday April 30, the four
chairs of the subcommittees estab-
lished in the wake of the task force
report gave summarics of their dis-
cussions to date.

Jennifer Swift '92 spoke on be-
half of the Student-Faculty Relations
ittec, Dean of Students Karl
Lindholm spoke for the Restructur-
ing the House System Subcommit-

Qb

work. Lindholm said that he believes
*‘these questions presuppose arestruc-
turing and renovation of the frater-
nity system.”

Lindholm first spoke about the
gender composition of the houses in
the future: total membership in the
houses must contain no less than one
third of either gender, officers must
include both men and women, all
membership privileges mustinclude
both men and women, and house

tee, Director of College R
Life Frank Committee spoke for the

Residential Life Subce

idential bership is open to all b
of the student community.
and Lindholm then di d rush-

Director of Academic Support John
Norman, for the African-American
and Hispanic-American Support
Subcommittee.

According to StudentGovernment
Vice President and Co-chair of the
Community Council Louise Totten
these discussions were only prelimi-
nary proceedings.

“These are ideas about where [the
subcommittees] might be headed.
Nothing is set in stone; everything is
up in the air,” Totten said. “The sub-
committees are still working together
to get everything coordinated with
each other and to make more definite
T dations to the C: ity
Council.”

The Student-Faculty Relations
Subcommittee is in the process of
evaluating the “Taking Your Profes-
sor to Lunch” program. It also is
i i the idea of opening up
the dining hall once a month to fac-
ulty and staff, creating astudent-fac-
ulty lounge, and introducing mid-
term evaluations during class, Swift
said.

Lindholm’s Restructuring the
House System Subcommittee used
the questions proposed by the Com-
munity Council as a guidelinc forits

ing, pledging and induction. None of
these activities can include alcohol.
Rush will be open to sophomores,
juniors, and seniors in the fall semes-
ter at the same time for all houses,
and will last from two o four weeks.

No hazing or secrecy will be allowed,
and the progess mustinvolve positive
educational programs, including
awarcriess and service programs. Rep-
resentation of the advisory board must
be present at induction ceremonies.
Specific policies will be devel-

incoming President of the Interfrater-
nity Council and member of the Re-
structuring the House System Sub-
committee Richard Cochran said.

He concluded by inviting men
from the audience to speak with him
about his organization that counsels
offenders of violenee-of women.

Memberof the Board of Directors
of the Women in Crisis Center in
Bristol Tracey Monteferrario '91
stressed the need for people o speak
out, to be active and vocal in this
issuc.

“When you hear a sexist joke, |

(continued on page 20)

proposals

willhave an Advisory Board of three
members from theimmediate perma
nent community. It will include both
men and women, # lcast one faculty
ber, and will meetatleastonce a

A ding to Lindholm, the cur-
rent houses will retain their space if
they meet the deadlines for compli-
bershi with

ance and ideli

oped by a House Council bling
thepresent Interfratemity Council and
overseen by the Community Council,
Lindholm said. This council will in-
clude the president and one delegate
from cach house, onc of whom must
be a woman.

“Ideally, the House Council would
takec much of what the Community
Council deals with inteits own hands,
those things that the Community
Council is wasting its time with. The
House Council would be more quali-
fied to deal with immediate issues,”

regard to women within one “grace™
year.

semester 1o review-rushing, pledg-
ing, and induction procedurés and to
advise on all other issues. The board
must be approved by the Community
Council and House Council

To create a new house,
must present a program and mem-
bershipplan to the Community Coun-
cil. The Community Council will de-
termine who receives house status.
Houses may be terminated for disci-
plinary reasons, failure to meet
membership guidelines with a one
year grace period, and failure tomeet
full occupancy for two years.

Lindholm said that each house

A ding to Lindholm, any ap-
proved house may sclect wholives in
the house from among its members,
providing one third of whom are of
each gender. The president must also
live in ihc housc.

The Dean of Students can issuc
warnings and can place 2 house on
probation with the consultation of the
Community Council. The House

(continued onpage 4)

Student center scheduled to open June *91

By Andrew Levinson

Construction and renovation of
McCullough Gymnasium foruscasa
student center began in mid-April,
following nearly a year of delays.
While the Student Center will not be
completed until June 1991, it shouid
be open for limited use next Septem-
ber.

According to Director of Opera-
tions George Whimey, “every effort”
is being madeto havc the mainsocial
space ready for limited use in Sep-
tember and also to have the Arthur
Brown Swimming Pool open for use
by October 1.

Whitney cautioned, however, that
“when we say that we'll have the so-

“Tc have the building open and
[prepared for] student traffic | don't
think will be possible,” he added.

The four million dollar renovation
includes the addiuon of a large social
hall, snack bar, post office. student
mail boxes and meeting rooms in
McCullough. New York architecturai
firm Hardy. Holzman and Pfeiffer

P

with Pizzagalli Construction in con-
junction with the Ari Centcr but,
beeause of dhe delay, the contract
was re-bid, Whitney said.
According to Vice President for
the Administration and Treasurer
David Ginevan ihe actual job with
Engelberth Construction will cost
more than the previous contract, in
partt of thed last May

lesignedthe Th was
originally scheduled to be completed
by this year. Construction was de-
layed by the State Govemor's Com-
mission on Historical Prescrvation
whichexpressed concern that thenew
additions to McCullough would have
anadverse affecton ahistorical build-
ing. The Historic Preservation Com-

i inS b ! led by Vermont's

cial hall ready in Sep ldo‘{ll sion was by

think its goingwbercadymndnly Environmental Control Board late last

basis but it could be used for a large fall. :

event ‘such as a concert or dance, The job to construct the student
center had originally been contracted

similarly to the way itis used now.”

to include the mail room.

However, hic added that because
ihe new time schedule for the eleven
month project will involve less time
working outside iri winter conditions
no additional costs will be incurred
by the project.

*It turns out that we were ablo o
use the same budget as before,” Gine-
van said.

*“J think of the new space as the
living room or the family room of the
campus,” said Director of Student

Activities Kathy Walsh. *“During the
day it can serve as a central meeting
and social arca and at night we can
move the furniture and role back the
carpel and have big evenis. A few
things won't be there but I still think
it will have some pleasant qualities
and there are a lof of things W draw
people in there during the day.”
Walsh said that the new additions
16 McCullough are “going to add an-

for

Because of the configuration of the
space it can be used in a variety of
ways.” She added that the Student
Center will be used for everything
from school musical groups 1o lec-
tures to large concerts. i
While Dean of Students Karl Lind-
holm is excited about what he hopes
is after ten years finally “a place for
every student. 1o see as his or her
(continued on page 4)



