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Student explores ideas
for new social spaces

(continued _fmm page 9)
are congregating in unexpected
places for social interaction.

The Fitness Center provides a
prime example. During the center’s
most crowded hours, normally late
in the afternoon, only the most ar-
dent weight lifters resist participa-
tion in the wide-spread socializing.
Football players rest amid benching
sets, mocking teammates across the
room. :

Other athletes gasp breathlessly
to their friends, red-faced from a
rigorous treadmill workout. Trips to
the gym's tepid water fountain turn
into a recounting of a lacrosse vic-
tory or a polished imitation of an
economics professor. A workout no
longer entails only 35 pull-ups and
increased weight on the military
press, but involves an equally im-
portant social aspect.

The TV lounge in Proctor marks
yet another unexpected area of so-
cial congregation. While many con-
sider the area as suitable only for a
quick glimpse of CNN o an alter-
native to lunching alone, others
treat the lounge as a hotbed of so-
cial activity,

Often diners linger on through
“Headline News” and even “Manag-
ing Your Money;” fraternizing with
their friends. As resourceful and
creative as these social dens are,
there are other spaces on campus
well-fitted and available, but chron-
ically underused.

The Undergrad, for example, a
particularly swank establishment
beneath Freeman, offers a comfort-
able location for hanging out. Em-
ployed earlier this year as the site of
the infamous “screw your room-
mate” bash, the space includes pool
tables and a dance floor, but has
seen only sporadic use.

On a larger scale, the cavernous
Ross Commons lounge could see
more use as well. During the week,
the area remains mostly empty,
wasting ample space for club or co-
curricular activity. Happily, the
lounge enjoys more popularity dur-
ing the weekends, even attracting
such notables as the Reverend
Fauntroy, who recently tore up the
dance floor to the music of Dean
Longman’s band, The Choice, scant
hours before delivering an Easter
Sunday sermon.

Jenna Lane
As acceptance dates draw near, many prospective students are flocking to campus to help make their choice.

The college has ample social
space, perhaps more than most stu-
dents are aware and will hopefully
soon be put more effectively to use.
To a student body which welcomes
social interaction even in the sweaty
environs of the Fitness Center, these
underused social dens might ap-
pear especially attractive and pro-
vide a fresh alternative when hang-
ing out.

Speakers address environmental racism

(continued from page9) . .-

the role of students and yourng peo-

ple in the fight to achieve environ-
mental equity. He cited programs in
which students have traveled to the
pollution-ridden communities and
performed.  community. . service
there. Through exposure to the en-

vironmental crises that faces many
minority communities, Werbach
hopes that the concetn of students
will help bring the environmental
justice movement to national atten-
tion.

A lively discyssion followed the .
presentations and Middlebury stu- -

Do ou‘thmk drunk driving
is a problem on cam us?

dents showed a great interest in the
issue. It is a fascinating topic be-
cause it incorporates ideas of insti-

 tutional racism and social class into

the environmental movement. It
also expands the idea of “environ-

m'bmdudt mmwhuch
we “live, work, ai

V- Environmental Jllt(ice is a com-
plex issue and will not be solved

Homver the recognition of in-
equitlu by national organizations

., such as the Sierra Club is the first
- stepin the fight to correct environ-
- ‘mental injustices. The movement

will also serve to raise the con-

 sciousness of the American public
tothe

1-increasing environmen-
tal problems, and hopefully change
their attitudes toward the treatment

. of oenearth.

Middlebury empowered
by Take Back the Night

(continued from page 9)
where students tied purple ribbons
to it.

The“tree” is a large, wooden con-
struction in the shape of the woman
symbol. Each ribbon attached to it
honors a woman who has been
abused.

Someone can tie on a ribbon for
a friend, for herself, or simply with
the knowledge that there is a de-
serving woman out there, who
needs the support.

After dinner, the ribbon tree was
carried over to Chellis House,

 where it will make its permanent
home. Kupperman hopes that it will

remain there, and that perhaps new
colors can be added each year.
Men and women started congre-
gating outside Chellis House at 7:30
p-m., and when it was dark, they lit
the candles that had been made on
Sunday by students and members
of the community. From there, they

by Womansing, an a ccapella group
from Addison County who also
performed during Earth Week.

The marchers sang during the
candlelit procession, and then en-
tered Ross Lounge, where Womans-
ing performed for forty-five min-
utes.

Buccholz, McDonald and Kup-
perman all spoke;, and Kupperman
explained the purpose of Take Back
the Night: “We are here because vi-
olence against women does happen.
We unite as survivors, unite as
friends Of survivors, unite as

“‘women.”

People then had the option of re-
turning to Chellis House for further
discussion about any subject mat-
ter.

The regular Friday night dinner
at Chellis House was dedicated to
reactions and reflections on the past
week. Take Back the Night was a
massive undertaking and a great

marched across campus, from deal of work went into it.

Mead Chapel to Old Chapel, to Assuredly, it did raise awareness

Warner to Pearsons, and finally on in the college community and

to Ross l.ounge 2 hopefully it will remain a tradition _
The were acc ied  at Middlebury.
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