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Middlebury students march to take back the night

By Rebecca Plonn

On Thursday, April 16, membersof
the college community 1ook part in the
annual “Take Back the Night" march
and rally, fesuring acandlelight march,
music by Alicia Mathewson "92, a
speaker, and an open microphone ses-
sion. This year's march was organized
by Sara Weale "92, Lisa Darak "92, and
Tracey Merrill '92.

“Take Back the Night™ marches
began in the early 1970s in response 10
the dangers posed to people, especially
women, during the nighttime hours.
Since then, the marches have spread
and are now held snnually on college
campuses and in towns nationwide. "It
was staried because women were sick
of being afraid at night.” said Weale.

Following a presentation by Sussn
Sweetser, founder of Survivors of
Crime and a survivor of sexual ssssult
herself, an open mike session was held
in Upper Proctor, st which women were
encouraged 10 share their experiences
with others.

Sweetser relsted the story of her
own sexual assault eleven years ago st
the hands of & man she stopped to help
on a Vermont country road. She told
the sudience of her ordeal in graphic
detail, and her struggle with the Ver-
mont craminal justice sysiem (o get this
man, a prior sex offender, convicted.
She struggled for cleven and & half
years with the Vermont courts, trying
1o find justice and was met with disap-
pointment, disinterest, and failure,

“T went 1o the system looking for

justice,™ she said of her count experi-
ences, “and afier two years, [ had found
none. Afier four years it became hu-
miliating. After nine years we realized
that the court doors were closed 1o us,”

Sweetser decided in 199010 go pub-
lic with her siory in the hopes of akling
other victims of violent crime, be it
sexual or physical asssult, abuse, or
domestic violence. She founded Sur-
vivors of Crime that same year with
another woman who had also been
raped. The Vermont organization,
which has dedicated itself 1o working
for legislation that will protect the vic-
tims of crimes, now has about 1200
members.

“It's time w0 stop focusing on the
victim's conduct, and start focusing on
the offender’s,” she woid the group.
“It"s not what the women do wrong, it's
what the men do wrong."

When the open mike session began,
students who were victims of 2 violent
crime, or close 1o someone who was,
2Ot up to speak in from of the group.
Some of the survivors spoke of their
ownordeals. Others tried to share their
frustration and fear. Still others gave
advice to the sudience on dealing with
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campus—namely, poor lighting -d
lack of emergency phones, which can
be found on many campuses across the
country. According to the speaker, the
administration felt that until proof of
need was demonstrated, these safety

were Y.
“Why do we have 1 wait for an
attack (o happen before something is
done?" she asked. “Nobody should
have to feel this way.”
Another survivor advised the crowd
(continued on page 4)

Congressman Sanders speaks out
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Tuesday, April 21, The Campus
:-.rvhvd‘lmu;hdqmﬂu

forts 1o try to protect family farms, and
-ehln.bﬂly not been successful.
from farm

Campus: Last year when you vis-
ited Middlebury on Earth Duy you ex-
pvessed concern over the (ste of the
local family farms of Vermont in the
light of recemt Federal policies. What
has heppened 10 local farming since
then?

Seaders: It has been & very bad
year. Politically, there were several ef-

in their proper representation, the fact
of the matier woday is that family farms
have their backs up against the wall. In
-ymh—-d—y

need astrong Federal legmiation, which
would develop what you call 2 two tier
supply management sysiem, [for ex-
ample] guarantosing farmers & fair price
hlh-l-dllhmlnpv

they are bringing in is not equivak

how much it costs 1o produce the prod-
uct. What you are seeing. and have
seen in the last ten yoars, is the loss of
hundreds of thousands of farms. We
are down 1 2400 farms in Vermont.
The fact of the matter is that we can
save the family farm. But you would

thh.h'm
believe in free market economics, then
what the President of the U.S. would
tell you is, ‘what's the problem?” That
is what the froe market is sbout. The
danger with that theory of agriculture,

(comtinued on page 4)

Rain puts a damper on
Earth Day activities

By Lisa Healy
This week marked the 22nd cel-
etwatson of Barth Day, a dsy on which

ity worked to plan events for last Satur-
day in celebration of Earth Day, these
activities were cancelled due 10 in-
clement weather,

After s scheduled picnic was moved
indoors, the speakers from Vermont
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would be an inappropriste forum for
their lectures, as space would be a
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Despite all the cancellations, one band,
the Pete Sunderland and Friends String
Band, entertained crowds m Upper
Procior during Saturday hunch.
Earth Week events scheduled for
this past week included music and let-
ter writing o Congress on Proctor ter-
race, and nature poetry readings in the
Gifford Ampith on Wednesd:

coming polluted, the siy was dangerous
© breathe, snd nursery schools were
being busk on iopof Woxic waste dumps.
The founders of Barth Day had
hopeg that this day would bring sbout &
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day of the earvironmental movement, &
day celebrating the increased environ-
mental awarencss that has developed
in owr country and all over the world
since the first Earth Day twenty yean

ago.

Since Earth Day 1970, the govem-
meni has taken monumental sieps 0
protect the cavironment: Congress has
passed such legislation as the Clean Alr
Act, the Superfund regulations and the
Safe Drinking Water Act.

Environmental Stadies has become
& major & most universitices, and ca-
reers in environmental law md envi-

I Mting have b
more and more popular. Our own col-
lege not only has an environmental
studies magor, but slso an environmen-
ul studies house where those inter-

evening.
Earth Duy was founded in 1970 as
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ed can live in 4 low-impact, environ-
mentally aware ares.

Tara Thomas ‘93, president of En-
vironmental Quality, said, "It is unfor-
wnate that it couldn't be & large out-

the carth gives us. And in this case, the
earth gave is rain and sow.”



