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The Middlebury Campus

OPINIONS

Essence of ‘liberal
arts’ endangere‘d

by Peter S:

I am writing in response to
last week’s Campus cditorial,
“What’s so liberal about liberal

call
2

: ion is
necessary in order to promote
political awareness, that colleges
have an obligation to expose
their students to life beyond the

forum.
Yetthat is what aliberal arts
educationis all about: isolation,

who teach, for no other reason
than leamning itself. The Ameri-
can college is a product of the
English university, namely
Oxford, once compared to a

That is what a liberal arts education is
all about: isolation. students who study
and teachers who teach, for no other
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reason than learning itself.

his Dissertation on the Canon  gone o warhad Americans pos-

and Feudal Law in 1765 he  sessed pp for

stated, “__it is remarkable that  Iraqi culture. Perhaps a finer

they have left among their pos- J dingof the Iraqi peopl

terity so universal gn affection  would have resulted in a sooner

and veneration for those scmi-  peace. Maybeifeverybodywho  socicty. However, education is { ° °

narics, and for liberal educa-  studied Frenchor Spanishwere  not responsible for prejudi PC d M ddl b

tion.” The phrase “liberal arts™  fluentin Arabic wewouldnever  Studying Plato and Aristotle, Oes nOt eXISt at l e ury

docs not carry any political have resorted to military inter-  reading Chaucerand Dante, does by Melissa Ryan and thesituation. Thereislitticorno  a social justice requirement

connotations with it. There are  vention. Nonctheless, Saddam  not prevent the individual from Cynthia Stillinger evidence of support for the (which might include gay-les-

no “socialist arts,” no “demo-  Husscin committed a heinous  thinking rationally. On the con- Uponreading theleuer“The  movement you claim is stifling  bian psychology or feminist

cratic arts,” not even any “con-  crime, recognized not only by  trary, it provi dentswitha ~ Meaning of Political Comrect-  intellectual freedom at Middle-  politics) is to him “repulsive;™

servative arts.” The term “lib- - the West, butby his fellow Arab . greater understanding of West-  ness ‘at Middlebury” by Dan  bury. Does the student body ~scxism, racism and other forms

cral ants” is purcly educational  states as well. Hussein was a e culture, essential toany ap-  O'Neil in last week’s Campus, - consider itself PC? Mr. O'Neil  of prejudice arc merely “per-

inmeaning. threat to the world's oil supply,  preciation of any other culture.  we felt the urgent need toreply, acknowledgesthatthcansweris  ceived.” Theimplications of his
Morcimportantly, theedito-  the international balance of Howarewesuccessfullytostudy — but we were almost as signifi-  no; the SGA rejected the pro-  chosen words are very disturb-

rial scems o imply that educa-  powerand long-term stabilityin  another groupofpeopleif wedo  cantly plagued by an over- posed “Cherish the Earth”  ing: this is the language of hate

ld hy flectthe  the Middle East. Regardlessof nothaveasufficient k ledg helming sense of confusi course. Thus he cries “thought  and intolcrance. He may dis-

political world at home and hether or not we appreci; of Ives? Mr. O'Neil’s self-righteousre-  control” where none cxists. miss this assertion as more

abroad. The notion that our his culture, his language or his Undoubtedly, white Amer-  sponse to what he has scen as ~ Apparently, what he so strenu-  baggage of the PC movement,

education shouldinany waybe  people, Kuwait, as of February * ica has an obli toremain  theself-righ PC S=——==————————"—="= but he cannot deny that the lan-

related tothe Persian Gulf War, 22, remained the 19th p ilive to the condition of strikes us as reactionary back-  T'ho Iabel of PC guage we usc is both reflective

or any current cvent, is abso-  of Iraq. blacks, as wellaswomen, inthis  lash toward a phenomenon that 5 and creative of the culture we

lutely ludicrous. Equally important, Ameri-  country. We cannot ignore that ~ does not exist at Middlebury. I ovides a are. More importantly, if he has
There is something so char-  cans have a very close affinity  Afro-Americans, for the most  Yes, Political Correctness is an convenient escape intell larg; pres-

acteristically precious about a  with their European brethren, part, remain economically sub-  issue at many Amecrican col- ent, sensationalist language is

liberal arts education, about a  yet we have played significant  ordinate to whites, nor can we  leges and universities. The from very real not an appropriatc mode of

Middlebury educati h roles in both world wars, fight-  disregard the feminist move-  phraseevokesmanifestationsof . cxpression.

d dy, wh hy h, ing an enemy with whom we ment and the progress it has  changeinseveralarcasofhigher issues ... Lastly, we would like to

is for the sole purpose of leam-  share numerous cultural ties. madeinthelastquartercentury.  education: the administration, EEE—————  dcfcnd the much-maligned fac-

ing, crudition, the pursuit of Critics will maintain that There are 100 many pressing  the curriculum, and the student  ously objects 1o are the issucs  ulty, which he claims is “less

knowledge. ditional, Western ed issues in this world to let our-  body. Political Correctness as ~ Which the PC a- d in teaching than in
Cenainly, ding Mi fincs its pupil parochial  sclves fall victim wracial intol-  such is problematic, 10 say the  tcmpts w address. The label of  meddling in the extracurricular

bury College is a remendous  frame of mind which erance, or sexistpolicy-making.  least. H Jthereisnopoi PC at Middicbury provides a livesofthe students.” We would

privilege. We live on a campus
isolated from the real world.
Some will argue that a politi-

racism, sexism, homophobia: all
of the prejudice typical of eth-
nocentric, white, Anglo-Saxon

However, we cannot mix
politics with college; we can
(continued on page 20)

in attempting to address the pros
and cons of Political Correct-
ness when it does not apply to

DKE’s position defended and explained

convenient escape from the very
real issues of sexism, racism,
clitism, and other “perceived”
social incquities. He may call
hisopinions simply “i S

ask Mr. O'Neil to consider his
s . Mk

bury(lhca;lege.no(ﬂucorpo
ration) and the professors who

but to us, they are very danger-
ous. 3

For example, “negative
comments conceming sexual
ori ion"” are not a harmk

have ibuted 10 his higher
ducation. Would you dismi
their cfforts so carclessly? Sec-
ondly, though he may be in-
clined 10 view Middlebury in

and centainly hot a “peaceful,
minimally confrontational”
form of “dissent from politically
correct positions.” This goes
_ beyond the political; this is
human respect. Mr. O’Neil may
defend his rights 1o speech as
vociferously as he can, but 10
intimidate, persecute, or even
offend the gay and lesbian
ities with his “incor-

by Rodrigo J. Prudencio issue centers on the freedomof  on campus, in the offices of hischoice, aslong asitremained
While ding Anne iation and blywhich CC&P, and every year student  off-campus. (Please donot take
Pellet’s article in last week’s are secured in this country’s organizations mounted demon-  my usc of this example to be an
npusit b app that Consti As aprivate or-  strations against such activity. endorsement of the CIA and/or
she, and perhaps many other ganization, the DKE Alpha Students argued that the CIA'’s  its activities.)

d i b ! Alpha Alumni Association ar- i dards based on Still, the accusation of being
on how DKE views its present  gues that it is entitled to invite  sexual ori ion violated the ive 1o gender issues
situatjon at Middlebury. ' gueststoitshouse. Thescguests  college’s handbook and there-  remains. Itis incorrect toimply

To begin with, I want to  arcthe currentbrothersof DKE.  fore felt that it was inconsistent  that we are behind the times
emphasize that we in no way Inthreateningus withsanctions withschool policytoallowthem  when itcomes to the questionof
cower from the sexual issue at  if wemakeuscof thisinvitation, touse a college facility fortheir single-sex membership. Infact,
hand. We are fully aware that  the College is overstepping its  interviewing. Eventually the  we are extremely aware of the
wc arc bers of a national  jurisdicti i dentsand  CIA movedi i toan changes which are going on
organi; that is singl their bership 1o organi off-campus location. Through-  within formerly single-scx clubs
in membership; we donot pre-  tionsnotaffiliated withMiddle-  out all of this, however, neither  and what th hanges suggest
tend to hide this fact. However,  bury College. - | the college, nor the demonstra-  about the evolution of gender
when John Buttolph said that Asimilarsituation d tors,questioncdtherightsofthe relations in our country. How-
this problem “has gone beyond  a while back and its outcome is  students who were interview-  ever, the situations of the Ro-
the gender issue,” he was éor-  relevant to how DKE viewsits  ing. They could not deny an tary Cluband theother formerly
rect. Because our house is pri- “current conflict. For a number  individ privilege 0 i-  all-male institutions which Ms.
vatcly owned and independent  of years, the Central Iniclligence w(apb-lu‘ui.nmuwe) Pellunfm?dwndin‘auu
of the college, DKE fecls the - Agency had done its recruiting  with any organization of her or (continued on page 21)

rectness” is more than a breach .

of administrative policy; it is
morally wrong.

We take issue with much of
the language in Mr. O'Neil's
article. He labels the campaign
against hate speech “sbhorrent;”

f*“usvs.them,” this is for
many of us a community—a
community which counts stu-
dents, administrators, faculty,
staff, trustees and him as mem-
bers. '
Inconclusion, werespect Mr.
O’Neil’s nced and his right 10
speak out; however, he must
respect ours as well. He cannot

pristclabelof Political Correct-
ness; the issucs existed before
the phrase. In the future, if Mr.
O'Neil would like w0 glorify

. ade it under the cloak of diver-
ity. Silence death.
o~ (c"ﬁup.dl)



