'l'& Middlebury Campus

Geiger criticized for

distortion

by Mike Kelly
I am writing this letter in
responsc 10 a piece. in the Opin-
ions Sectionof last week's Cam-
pus written by Geoffrey Geiger.
lfullyrcspocer Gﬂger sright

from your letter that you sup-

of facts

struction of Iraq’s armed forces
are components of the greater
goal. :

President Bush also made it
clear, in last week’s address to
Congress, that vital American
interests depend upon a stable
Middle East. Where are the
secret goals?

You also make this state-
ment: “This ‘Vietnam Syn-
drome’ had been plaguing mili-
tary planners for over fifteen
years, keeping them from send-

port the anti-war t,yet
the following statement appears
almost immediately: “disap-
pointment that Iraq had let

Bush’svictorious gloating come
o

ing troops overseas 1o enforce
American interests.” It is a very
commonmisconception that the
United States Armed Forces can

If anyone is qualified to dislike war, it is
not the idealistic activist at home, but
rather the realistic soldier who has
experienced the horrors of war first

hand.

E———
about too easily.” Do you then
feel that this war was not bloody
enough?Perhaps there werenot
enough casualties on the Allied
side. Would a hundred thou-
sand dead American soldiers
have been enough to prove your
point? This “disappointment” is
atbesthypocritical coming from
a supporter of peace.

I am a liule disappointed
with your surprisc at “discover-
ing" the true goals of this opera-
tion. There has been no attempt
1o hide the fact that the destruc-
tion of Iraqi war- making capa-
bilities was high on the priority
list. In fact, it was mentioned in
practically every military brief-
ing since January 15 and even
carlicr. | think the President
made itclear that the goal was to

attain stability in the region; the
liberation of Kuwait and the de-

—_—
just get up and go anywhere in
the world 1o “enforce interests.”
Only the President and Congress
can send troops overseas, and
they are also the only ones who
can authorize force.

I know this sounds minor,
but it is very important to sepa-
rate the ones who make the
decision 1o start a war from the
ones whoget the jobdone. Why?
Because this means that if anti-
war proleslors are serious about
getting something done, they
should concentrate their efforts
on pressuring the President and
Congress to lay off the troops.

Lackofunderstanding of this
concept caused a lot of prob-

lems and animosity during the
Victnam war, and fortunately
most anti-war aclivists now
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few years showing similarvio-
lence.

Onescene was of a police-
man smashing a
guy’s face through aplateglass
window. It‘all looked pretty
heinous, and I am glad I was
not there, but what shocked my
the most in uusmwu‘ t

justbeforeth

ment: “fascist calls for support-
the-troops complacency.” Mr.
Geiger, I hope that by this you
do not mean to compare sup-
porting our troops now to sup-
porting the Nazi soldiers in
WWIL. [ know you did not say
this, but it was mentioned on
campus during an anti-war ac-
tivity.

Alll can say to this, besides
the fact that I take it as a per-
sonal insult as the son of a West
Point graduate and a carcer

* Army officer, is that the person

who made thatstatement is seri-
ously misinformed, probably

du ding muchtime

make this disti I say
“most” because of this state-

aroundU.S. l;xiliurypcrsonneL

America’s selective justice

by Danish Mustafa
‘There are many legitimate
justifications for the American-
led military action in the Per-
sian Gulf: the sanctity of the
international order, lh:W:slcm
world’s vital 74

theU.S. that Americans canhope
to achicve a lasting peace in the
region.

Fate aid Saddam H

tration of the Middle Eastern
masses and poses a new, chal-
lenge to security in that region.

Muslims see the Gulf War

have brought the conflict in the
Middle East right to the Ameri-

in the region, and the necessity
of removing a brutal dictator
from a position of power are
some of the reasons given for
Operation Desert Storm. All of
these are legitimatce reasons for
the alllied attack on Iraq when
one considers what might have
happened if theUnited States had
not donc anything in the face of
such naked aggression. There
is, however, a complete lack of
ppreciation for the Palestini
or more broadly, the Muslim
point of view regarding the
conflict.

As we allknow, most of the
Muslim world disapproves of
U.S. intervention in the Gulf. It
would be foolhardy to suuesl
that Muslims &

d p. Itisnow up 1o the
U.S. government to deal with
the situation in such a way so as
tobring alasting peace to there-
gion. That lasting peace cannot
bcnchnevedwnmnaddrcssmg

as a simple case of scl

Today’s military is not a bunch
of rockhead “Rambos,” they are
professionals. And, yes, they
have avariety of opinions on the
war.

If anyone is qualified todis-

like war, it is not the idealistic
activist at home, but rather the
realistic soldier who has experi-
enced the horrors of war first
hand.

College apathetic
in times of crisis

by Gardner Humphreys
There have been a variety of
feelings displayed around the

Middlet

. 1
overthe
last few months of turmoil, but
the strongest of them appears to
be what can only be called an
anti-feeling: an undeniable un-
dercurrent of apathy. With such
rich diversity of character that
college campuses enjoy, one
would expectresounding differ-
ences in opinion to boil to the
surface during wartime, yetnone
were present at Middlebury.
This bx ikingly obvi-

_justice. While the U.S. Govern-
ment continues to chngc Iraq
with violations of I 1

ous as I watched the ;mup of
MAGI demonstrators confront

Law, the Americans ignore
similar attacks against the Pal-
estinian people. What are Mus-

lims to think about the lack of
jon that Americans give

the legitimatc gr of the

Itis now up tothe U S government to...
bring a lasting peace to the region [that]
cannot be achieved without addressing
the legitimate grievances of the

Palestinian people.

Palestinian people. No matter
how much President Bush or
Sccretary of Statc Baker pub-
hclymsnsulnuhnls no link
the crisis in the Gulf

the American rationale; they
do, and perhaps cven agree with
it. However, for most of the
Muslim world, the image of the
Umled States is so lnmshed

and the Palestinian issue, they
know as well as any intelligent
obsavao[lhetepmlhalﬁu
Saddam Hi +
amotoomilm to ignore |he

f its hi: the
region and its closc affiliation

with Isracl, that openly agree-
ing with anything that America

.;miuwi.::umni
only through addressing the
cause for Muslims distrust of

Palestinian issuc. Doing so
would essentially lay to waste
all the sacrifices that this coun-
wyumnkn;logandol’Sd

the plight of the Palestinians,
and the United States’ unwill-
ingness or inability to pressure
Israel 10 even talk about a solu-

the crowd exclaiming, “Do you
agree with us? Do you think
we're wrong? Tell us what you
think!” Nothing butsilence. Is:l
simply thatpeople h

alumni activists, noted asimilar
presence around them. They
properly noted that if we begin
to turn a silent voice on matters
such as these, then it cannot be
toolong before we turn ourbacks
on those closer to us. Those
among them whohad worked in
homeless shelters could espe-
cially attest to this. The

step is infringements on indi-
vidual freedom that hit a little
closer to home, for if a people

lho guy lhmugh the Wmdl"l
hesworeathim.
~ Atleast I think he swore,
budunnouucdym v
hcsudbecmud:wmmn
NBC had bleeped over the
sound to avoid the general
pqxdaumﬁunwxme“mgmy
“profanity.” Fortunately, the
virgin ears of all those kids out
there were spared the onslaught,
and life went on as usual.
Sometimeslunonlyloek
around in confusion. Blbk
belters will not allow me'to
speak or hear “shit”
people get their faces
by policemen and plate glass
windows on prime time
uonalmlevm Wlut

arenot telling their g
what they want, then on whose
behalf is it acting?

For the past few months on
CNN we didn’t see the bodies
behind the video game war and
the crosshairs on our TVs, but
sometimes those crosshairs fell
on the wrong target. If the

ion about what’ ugmngon?lfmd
that hard to belicve given the

* severity of the issues surround-

ing the war. With the d

hairs of g lig-
norance begm to fall on the
American public because of its
apathy, then the victims won’t

caused by this latest conflict, it
would be too disheartening to
believe that the response is one
of indifference.

If it were not for the dan-
gers inherent in apathy, then it
would not be as threatening, but
when you have those who would
lead acting without directionthen
itis dangerous indeed. In famil-
iar terms, it has become the kind
of g b ht to you

tion to the Palestini blem?

Prunpundsmoae Ameri-
can cfforts to address the Pales-
tinian issue would camthe U S.
much wanted credibility with
the Muslim masses in the long
run. But in the short run, the

by lhc Colombia Tape and Rec-
ord Club whose motto is, “To
approve, simply do nothing.
We'll act for you." Unfortu-
nately for those of us who d

besoi

Politically
correct
(continued from page 19)

dent body is generally deter-
minedtoresist this encroaching
Political Correctness is beyond
the comprehension of Old
Chapel and much of the faculty.
More likely is the scenario that
prevailing student sentiments
have been ignored.

The time has arrived for the
Board of Trustees 10 scize au-

wmmnSeleaimoflbeMmd\
ng out proves to be much

U.S. woulddowell
nse-hummkeolbefnmd
ing a tyrant for perceived short

damHusséin. It lybea
motnmeh‘uumhc
cashes in on the .

demagoguc
jpersisient resentment and frus-

rungoals. If th 1

against Saddam Hussein is to

hold true, the Bush administra-
(continued on page 23)

harder than sending back the
postcard. When silence equals-
death there can be no middlie
ground.

The recent visitors to Mid-
dlebury, Kwame Toure and the

bury alumni must reassert their
disapproval of the College’s
recent actions and continue to
seek more worthy recipients of
their financial capital. The situ-
ation is critical.




