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PC seen as threat

by David Upham

Inthe March 14th edition of
the Campus, Daniel O'Neil
wrote about the dangers posed
by the increasing intolcrance at
Middlebury College towards
opinions that arenot “politically
correct.” In the March 21st edi-
tion, two letters were published
attacking his opinions. In par-
ticular, they defend the legiti-
macy of thecollege's policy pro-
hibiting “negative

Rather, he should wel the
opportunity to persuade others.
At any educational institution,
such an atmosphere of intellec-
tual freedom §§ essential.
I'must add that I am com-
pleu-.ly in favor of campus poli-
ctstudents

from inlimiduicm and violence.
The college must not, h

classify certain offences as es-
pecially abhorrent because of
the politically i opin-

concerning sexual oricntation.”
I would like to respond that
policies such as these constitute
real threats to the free exchange
of ideas which is essential to
liberal education.

Obviously, the college can
legitimately impose restraints on
speech. The college canrestrict
speech in regard to the circum-

Lo b (e

ions of the offenders. In effect,
such policies would punish the
offenders for their beliefs. Fur-
thermore, such policies deny
equal protection tostudents who
archarassed forany reason other
than the political incorrectness
on the part of the offender.
Someone being harassed on
account of his eye color is no
less d than

not in regard to the ideas ex-

being harassed on account of

pressed. The PC does  his sexual ori

_yusl lhal It classnr ics certain What the current college
asp lyi policy ding h

and pmhlbus them. amounts 1o is coerc:on of the

The college has threatened
to punish any student who ex-
presses anegative opinion con-
ceming homosexuality. This
cocrcion of thought and discus-
sionstifles theintellectand turns
education into indoctrination.

Prohibiting the cxpression

exactly the opposite.

hibits the

mind. Although I know of no
students who have been pun-
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ished forexp g theiroppo-
sitionto homosexuality, [seeno
reason why such punishment
could not occur. As Daniel
O'Neil pointed out in his letter,
there are many within the Mid-

Alcohol pollcy—Hey guys; don’t panic

by Derek Harwell
I thank the Campus for ex-
pressing its opinions on the goals

ently done no more than begin
toexamine the consequences of
such actions. It is time that the

majority of the

di alcohol use at the

sists of students who are wnll
aware of their peers® wants and
needs in terms of college social
life. Oncofthe primary goals of

of certain ideas does not “cause  dlebury community whowould  of the “21 committee.” Itismy  hysteria, brought on by mind-
ustothinkabout oursocicty,”as  liketo further suppress freed d ding that the editorial 1 d ends
Jeffrey Spencer writes. It docs  of speech at the college. They  entitled *An Alcohol Policy or  and that everyone und |
seem eagertointroducemanda-  anlron Fist” fromthe March21,  thereal goals of the committec.
#The college harassment  tory ¢ classes of political indoc- 1991 issue was intended as 8 T
policy is particularly extremist i éanhsuc’:; as “Ch l ; ivating piece to inspire stu- It is time that the
in regard 10 its ban on speech  the " Morcover, I have  dents to become more active :
opposed to homosexuality. In  noticed that in many of my and to speak their mind on the hyStenal br oug ht
the pursuit of “diversity," it pro- classes. many Pmr:sm l“hd formation of ouralcoholpolicy. O by mindless
of the reli- ose Who  The editorial seems unumel B
gious tenets of Roman Catholi-  refer (o themselves as “open- b , since the 4 'M
cism and of religions thatregard ~ minded”—ch intimid has yet to approach any sortof a Thisis the third groupknown
homosexual acts as immoral. and ridicule, rather than ~at- policy, much less one with asthe*“21 Committce;” the first
Moreovcr. it prohibits the free  tempt to persuade, those who  “unanticipatedirreparabledam-  was formed in 1985 and the
ion of a major questi holdopinions whicharclessthan  ages.” Perhaps the editorial ~ second in 1988. It was origi-
within psychology: whetherthe  politically correct. payed unnccessary heed to the-  nally created to anticipate and

homosexual orientation consti-
tutes a mental disordcr.

Itis said that the expression
of certain opinions can be pro-
hibited because such

All of this amounts to a
threat to liberal education. In

are “offensive.” (Mclissa Ryan
and Cynthia Stillinger even re-
fer to such opinions as “im-
moral.”) But any opinion is of-
fensive to those who disagree
with it. Such people, however,
must respond with persuasion,

notion that we were dangerously
close to an “Iron Fist" alcohol

respect to other institutions, policy.

Middlebury ﬂ'«mﬂlf\s fairly free Since the publication of this
pi of intell ion.Never-  editorial, as a member of the

theless, the supp: ofpo- C i 1 have received

litically incorrect opinions
seems to be the wave of the
future. Everyone at the college
who cares about intellectual
freedom and whorecognizes the
importance of the free exchange

much feedback, not in a positive
sense, but rather in the form of
paranoia. “Theard that you guys
are going to ban live bands in
the houses™; “I heard that you
guys are going to ban kegs”; T

prepare for the changes that
would come about with the rise
in the legal drinking age from
18 to 21. It was felt that, since
Middlebury has undcrgone
considerable change in recent
years, the re-establishment of
the committee would be appro-
priate. The goal of the new com-
mittee was to review the ability
of our present alcohol policy to
meet the needs of a changing

minded. We want as much
positive input as possible and
wedonot want to formulate any
decision based solely on the
input of a few committee mem-
bers. We have planned a num-
ber of possible mectings which
we would like to make open to
those who are interested. Our
tentative agenda includes meet-
ings withlocal law enforcement
officers, attorneys who are
fumiliar with college alcohol
policics, Henry Weeshler (a psy-
chologist who has done numer-

collegelevel), and aconference
with similar schools (Colby,
Ambherst, etc.).

At present, the Committee
has had an organizational meet-
ing and has met with residents
of Chipman Park. Wearesstillin
the preliminary phase of gather-
ing information, noton the verge
of an “Iron Fist” policy. I hope
students will respond with posi-
tive input and not with paranoia
and rumors. Formore informa-
tion,*21 Committee” members
have been invited to the S.G.A.
meeting scheduled for Sunday
April 14, 1991 in order to fur-
ther discuss the issue. Anyone
with ideas about the new policy
should plan to attend.

Raven

(continuedfrom page 21)

So I asked him if I could sit in
and hear their deliberations of
the proposal. Not say anything,
Just listen. Justbeforehe closed
the doorinmy face he again said
#No%

heard. Had the Community
Council informed me of their
decision carlier, I could have
drawna house with people from
therugby teams. Unfortunately
for me, they stalled just long
enough to prevent that from
happening because the deadline
for block draw applications had
just passed.

Had the proposal been re-
jected in any kind of reasonable
or decent manner, I would have
been disappointed. But as it
was, the proposal received a col-
lective filibuster involving in-

deceit. | amnot disap-
pointed, nor am | surprised. |
am disillusioned and have real-
ized that [ was a fool for ever

not coercion. If a person is sure  of ideas in an educational insti-  heard that you guys are goingto  Middlebury community. Sol left. What else could I
that homosexuality is Pc"f“?ll)’ tution, must resist the tenden-  make the first year residence Themostimportantandex-  do? I assumed they would give
! thenhesh cies of th ph dorms dry.” citing aspect of this committec ~ M¢ some kind of response, so |
afraid of rational argument. known as political This has pres-  lies within its structure. The Waited until this Monday, the
first day of room draw. No
ti h hit,the  the Afghani S war, the jonc mail, no letters in m;
New world Order maintenance of world peace  Iran-Iraq ccase-fire and agree- mx. 1 again tried 1o get mnz
(continued from page 21) brigade 1o be flown to trouble leading to a New World Order  ments or near-agreements con-  Dean Emerson” y,who
exceptionofperfunctoryannual  spots to prevent hostilities orto  must depend on several other  ceming the indep of incidentally deserves a healthy
meetings, the Commitice met  free hostages. It could be setup  urgent key initiatives: Namibia , Western Sahara and  raisc for the job she does. The
only three times recently. by a special fund and feature a < the rule of law and therespect  the future of Kampuchea; only thing I could get out of her
Astanding UN forcewould ~ UN Staff College established to by all nations of World Court  ereformofthe Security Council ~ was that a writtcn resp 0
differ from the presentmultilat-  train officers for UN duties. decisions, including the United  with regard 1o its membership  my proposal would be mailed to
eral coalition in that costs and In view of pcroaved US  States,whichhasnotalwaysac-  and use of the veto. Some pro-  metomorrow, Tuesday, oneday
sacrifices would be fairly shared “military cepted the jurisdiction of the  posals may have 10 be consid-  after room draw had begun.
among participating members;  nent force” xcommmdcr might Court. N i hould  ered reflecting the balance of | went to crash the Com-
the US cannot and should not  well be an American. But, at  be made by the member states; ~ world power as it now stands;  munity Council meeting that
continue to be the policcmanof  present, the Pentagon appears  * creation within the UNofan  +an mlemmoml treaty drmp (Monday) evening, 1o get hold
the world. There is a distinct pportsuchaforce i 1 tribunal to judge cally of Dean Es but he darted
possibility that such a force or to be directed by the UN or individuals accused of terror-  individuals and ;ovemmmu into the room while | had my
could be financed from cavings consider the possibility that the  ism, drug Inﬂ'ckmz across in-  and amechanism w enforceit;  back tumed. So [ went into the
Iting from reduc- der-in-chief would not iers, warcrimes  « the strengthening of existing  room and spoke with a student
tions worldwidc. It could in- be an American. But this prob- mdoduhmumnloﬂm. verification procedures against  on the Council who told me my
clude an equipped army made ~ lem may be bl °a thening of the respon-  nuclear weapon proliferation,a  proposal had beenrejected. She
up of various national contin- Current Nobel Prize-win-  sibility of the UN Secretary- flmhenedlmm in long-range nid“muybev‘nuyea{'.?\ddm
gents ready to prevent or stop» ning UN peacekeeping activi-  General with regard to media-  nuclear missiles and conven-  only academic houses like the
newaggressiomattherequestof  ties should be strengthened, tion and good offices, Thesc tional forces, and agr on Afro-A Alliance House
u\eseqmyc.,mn .fwmom,c ) h.vm‘pmvedeﬂecuvemvm u:uvmes lmebemwrieduu atest ban; would be created this year.
10 fying f ccase-fires, ly the 'ﬁlﬂrliﬁcdmofﬂneM?n- Hmm.
solve a pmblem Tt also could  supervising troop withdrawal ‘m'“ of S treal C i wrol)ing 1ricd again 10 be heard by
include a strongly armed and  and patrolling buffer zones. General have helped Adueve chemical weapons and biologi-  the Council and they said that I
d ined and cquipped H the United Na-  remarkableresults—theendof ~ cal warfare. had 10 be on the agenda 10 be

q! o4 quipp

believing that Middlebury Col-
lege Inc. would give any opin-
ion afair shake whichwas not in
complete accord with the “mis-
sion of the college,” i.c., their
long-term plan for reshaping
this place regardless of student
consent.

When I was a freshman |
wondered if by my senior spring
1 would be sick of Middlebury
College. As it is, due to the
dozens of ridiculous farces of

‘justice” and “procedure” [ have
witnessed, | already despisc
Middlebury College Inc. and I,
still have over a year 10 go be-
fore] graduate. Perhaps if [ had
tried 10 form a “Biology of
Molecules” House I would have
had better luck.



