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Peace d1v1dend must be used to help students’ education

place of the twenty-first cen-
tury.
Will this meulve and

cation regardless of the wealth
Mun\e“pemdlvdmd. the of his or her family.

tens of billions of dollars which, Thebill greatly increases the

now that the Cold War is over, number of Pell grants
were going to flow into educa-  to middle class students, and
tion, health care, environmental  also expands the access of fed-
nutrition"prog: eral loan programs to students
housmg and other areas of des- from middle class families. All
concemn. parents, regardless of income,

Tragically, as a result of
President Bush's desire tomain-
tain a much higher than neces-
sary military budget, and collu-
sion between many Republicans
and some conservative Demo-
crats, there will be virtually no
peace dividend.

The President and a majority
of themembersof Congress have
determined that spending over a
hundred billion dollars a year to
defend Western Europe and Ja-
pan against a non-existent en-
emy is more important than feed-
ing our five million hungry chil-
dren; that funding Star Wars and
other Y Weapons sys
tems is more imp than

would be able to borrow any
amount up to the total cost of
college under the PLUS pro-
gram, and the interest cap for
PLUS loans would be reduced
from 12% to 10%.

Many more families would
be eligible for Stafford Loans
and the annual family income
eligibility standard would be
raised to $78,500.

At the present time 95% of
Pell Grants are awarded to stu-
dents whose family income is
under $30,000, and 70% of the
recipients come from families

whose yearly income is under

315 000,

building housing for the home-
less, or providing funding for
the 85 million Americans who
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students who traditionally have

not been able to afford hlghu
ducation. The new legisl

lack adequate health i

‘What does the struggle over
the “peace dividend” mean for
college students in Vermont and
throughout the nation? On
March 26, the House of Repre-
sentatives passed the Higher
Education Re-authorizationBill,
HR 3553, which greatly expands
programs for low and middle
income students. While this bill
is far from perfect it could go a
long way toward making sure
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more than doubles the maxi-
mum award to low income stu-
dents under a Pell Grant, from
$2100 to $4500. )

Itis my strong belief that the
federal govemnment should help
finance the education of those
mnewﬂﬁumpufampb
eollege.udlol-nupecully
pleased that the new legislation
contains amendments to the
Perkins Loan Program which
forgive repayment for Perkins

Exercise your right
to vote this year

_ The next President of the

Bush. But that is no excuse for

mmndmediulbdniclm.
and to social workers who serve
families with high-risk children.

I was proud to support this

piece of.1
gomeffee(? Probably not.
As a result of President Bush's
threatened veto, and the weak-
ness of Congress, the choice has
been made that guns are more

federal government to offer
more assistance to students.
Without access to higher educa-
tion, young Americans cannot
seize the opportunities that life
can and should offer them.
Without an educated work force,
this nation would not be able to
compete in the global market

nuclear weapons are more im-
portant than Pell Grants.

Tragically, millions of stu-
dents who want a college edu-
cation willnot be able to receive
one.

While both houses of Con-
gress have passed this impor-
tant legislation, the defeat of the

“peace dividend” means that
there will not be adequate funds
available to pay for it. As a
result it is likely that the in-
creases in Pell Grants and stu-
dent loans that this bill offered
will be cut back or eliminated
entirely during the sppropria-
tions debates of the next few

ture, and the need for a new set
of national priorities. We must
elect a President and a Congress
who understand that the war to
be fought now is not the Cold
War, but the war at home against
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will stand

months. Itis even possible that
there will be a reduction in fed-
eral aid to student assistance
programs.

Where do we go from here?
Clearly, while we continue to-
day to fight ashard as we can for
full funding for student assis-
tance programs, we must also
look at the broader political pic-
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fighting for full funding for edu-
cation. I hope also that they will
become politically active in the
struggle for anew America, one
whnchpmvndume-dm-

FEORLE ARE STILL
BEING DENIED THE
FRLEDOM OF ASSEMBLY.
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uring that the victor will gain lefttothepoliticians.” Forthose  views on such issues as the en-  Night,” I retumed 1o my dorm  one would believe snything dif-  The Night.” If it is intimidating
approximately 51% of whatthe  of you who would object that  vi d sborti and wpted 1o describe the  ferently. Whatis more, themen 10 be in an all female group (s
pundits euphemisticallyreferto  the two party sysiemiisitselfthe  a few. When someone states  intensity of theeventtoafriend,  at“Take Back The Night” were I have heard before), bring a
as the popular vote. problem, I remind you that we  their views on these issues, or  but it was a struggle. I have  not passive. They talked and few friends. The women who
As Americans it is the duty  live in a state with a Socialist nyotlul.lhyhlunﬂd-ﬂy heard others describe it as mov-  shared their experiences in ad-  are at gatherings such s these
of each and every ber of Congs Furth we caused ing or ing, and inly dition to providing support for  appreci drespect th
the Middlebury College com- forgetth people in th _.lllylllvadtln what was shared was just that, the other people who atiended.  who are involving themselves
munity to register and, more are giving the possible candi- something politicall Anyone but anyone who was there last The wholeepisodereminded much more than most people
importantly to actually vote. dacy of H. Ross Perot serious  who says that politics does not ~ Thursday night knows thatthere  me of another support group for  realize. What is frustrating is
This is more than a privilege, it thought. interest them is either playinga i Ity a word ly eating disorders related issues  that there are 30 few men in-
is an imperative, the legacy of Evenifoncdoesnotlikethe wonderful semantic trick on  explain what was felt in that not 100 long ago. There were volved.
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the 1988 Presidential would have us believe. George  Campus. It is your obligation to mmwy que‘mning whether or not ‘women. This means thatroughly
approximately 20% of all col- Mecovunpuuh-tvlnh your country, and more impor- any men had attended this “chick event” onehalf of the interactions in »
lege students voted (incidk id that “Having mﬂyb f, 10 register ©o he put it. man's life will be with women.
ully, of those who did vote, illness, t’s not terribly usefulto  vote and exercise that right on  — @5 /1€ P T would think that it would be in
80% voted Democrat). Were prescribe death as a cure.” Novd.! whether it is for any man’s best
this figure 1o grow. the resulting Th on thi Republican, or Inde- In my futile attempt 1o try to one male. Sure, he may what educate himself about
pof new voters pus who would claim that this p-d-. relste the power of what have feltalittle outof place, but  women's issues, and 10 attend
a decisive shift in the election  school is politically spathetic, IfImay end by paraphwasing  goneon; I was asked, by amale, he was there, leaming about 8 such events as “Take Back The
that would change the way poli-  and they would no doubt give ~Robert Kennedy: “Each time a “Were there any men there?” |  women's issue, and I know that  Night"
ticians look at studk Asa th 1 as ples of person votes, he sends forth a  amsure thatmy anger withsuch  alotof lly app dth Through educating }
group, we College studentshold  people who are bored by poli- tiny ripple, and crossing each 8 question was obvious. The & male had taken the time and  in issues that relste 1o others,
in our hands the power to hand  tics (of course, they are prob-  other from a million different night hadbeenindescribsbleand  energy 1o educate himself sbout  whether it is gender, race, class,
the electi hichevercandi-  ably not reading this editorial). - centers of energy those ripples  empowering and now I was hit  something thet has affected 80  or sexuality, it seems we can
date we choose. Thisisamyth. Itistruc thatthe  build & current that can sweep  With somebody many women. begin 1o bridge the gap that is
T iy wasols s ds politics, Democrat, Re- down the mightiest political Whether or not any men had If you are o male, it is one  created by a lack of understand-
that there is not one worth vot-  publican, etc yeswoglaze  machine.” attended this “chickevent™—as  thing 10 say that you support  ing. But, | imagine, if you at-
ing for: Bill Clintonisalittlewoo  over faster than most boring he put it. women's issues, but it is mn-  sended, this is not
slick for his own good, and  8:15s, butthatis because people Middlebury College Whatkindof questionisthat  other thing 10 actually educate  that you need to hear. You
George Bush is, well, George  refuse 10 get past these catch Democrats snyway? Yes, there wese men  and involve yourself by atiend-  ready know.
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