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OPINIONS

Professor endorses controversy
and multiple perspectives

by Alec Stone Sweet

As a professor of Political
Science, I am writing inresponse
to the opinion written by Mi-
chael Summersgill (Campus,
May2), cmllled“McClnhymn
Revived.” The\ aulhor warns

ders that within'
halls of dedlcbury there are
professors who teach that “the
United States was largely at fault
for the Cold War,” and “preach
the merits of communism.” All
of this apparently adds up to a
form of “political correctness”™
whichisimposed upon students,
“cheats students out of a com-
plete education,” and teaches
students “what to think,” not
“how to think."”

Although it appears thatmy

lmmchﬂyﬂmhebe-
licvesth

Ontheseissues, significantcon-

speeuvemﬂussmu-.m—
his own. This is “political cor-

y exists, multiple per-

spectives exist, and some of

rectness,” by the way, but it
comes from the right not the
left. Myinterestisnot tochange
his mind—that would be Stalin-
ist. My interestis 1o ask, cajole,
beg him and other students to
try to understand what all the
fuss is about—before they

ening to students. But it would
be all but impossible - and silly
- to study the Cold War and
Victnam, for example, without
confronting -scholarly contro-
versy. Inthis sense, the study of

multiple perspectives is part of |

what a “compleic™ education is

I even think...that students ought to be
capable of arguing strongly a point of
view which does not conform to their
own. I do all of the time. 3
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P are
roughly those of Mr. Sum-
mersgill, Itooteach these things,
and wish to contribute to the
ongoing debate about “political
correctness.”

Last Fall, I taught a course
on the history of US foreign
policy since 1945, which Mr.
—_—

Censorship is the
silencing of voices,
of reducing
multiple
perspectives to one.

Summersgill attended. Weread
anumber of short articles on the
origins of the Cold er an

ity in this way is very important.
Ieven think (isthis heresy?) thay
students ought to be capable of
arguing strongly a point of view
whichdoes not conform to their
own. Ido all of the time. o

Developing intell

umgumdmumlooknwo
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(or

all about.

Mr. Summersgill and I do
agree that it is patently illegiti-
mate for any professor 10 grade
a student down for her or his
it gets tricky is when students
are so intent on proving their
ideological point that they fail
or refuse or are unable 1o show
that they have worked through

Y
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the ials. In cssay cxams,

a3

itcomestodebates about Ameri-
can history, politics, and cul-
ture. Some students do not like
to be challenged in this way,
b P i

essof arriving at concléions—

and dynamics of the debato—is

the lusions arrived at. Af-

their own biascs about their
world. Inthis particularcourse,
avery aggressive and vocal few
became quite belligerent with
other studs h

ter all, we can only agree todis-
agrec, and be respectful of each
other’s positions, lfvcnenble
to: 1) lunoeowslq)s gl
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T-shirt is no laughing matter

hy Katherine La Sota
familiar with

ily d
ammgAmmcmsmdmtsofhls
tory and political science. The
authors of these readings re-
flected this controversy: some
argued that Stalin and the So-
viet Union were entirely at fault
for bringing on the Cold War;
some argued that the blame must
be shared more or less by both
sides. Our job as a group was to
weigh these arguments and as-
sess the evidence as best we
could, and then discuss this
debate together.

Thereis, of course, nosingle
“‘correct” view on this issue at
all; that is the point—it is con-
troversial. Mr. Summersgill’s

or beliefs they judged 1 be in-
sufficiently “patriotic,” or

-American. “If youdon'tlikeit,

go live in Russia / Nicaragua /
Traq,” was heard more thanonce
then (and all over campus dur-
this winter). This again is “po-
litical correctness,” and again it
tbumoomcﬁomlheld'l.
= . SR

process of thinking and judge-
n_lan;-ld.l)ﬂnnl'ylhccm

hapsy
lhel—shml'mlhnmodesmbc
It belongs 10 the “coed naked

I'd better do it fast, before she
saysno.”

Thefirsttime I saw this shirt,
Iwas confused. The second time

asifthat werconits

jects as the sources of the Cold
‘War, our own hot war in Viet-

nam, the Reagan admini

faa:nm Censorship is the
i u.vmof ducing
multiple p We

tion’s secret funding of the con-
tras in Nicaragua, the Persian
Gulf i are

must seck m keep the debate
going, cven if it means playing
devil’s ad heth

the right or for the lefi.

for

about advocating rape in the
name of the Middlebury La-
crosse team. He replied,
“Lighten up.It’s just a joke.” A

lacrosse™ genre of violent and I saw it, I was offended. The woman I.sqw wearing it last

scxist sportswear that hasbeen  third time I saw it, [ was dis-  year 'told me, “It's my

scen on our campus in the past  gusted. Now, after three years  boyfriend's. I didn't really take

several years. On the front are  of seeing this shirt, my confu-  itseriously, I actually thought it

the words: “Middlebury Co-ed i ddisgusth dinto  was pretty funny.” Perhaps the

Naked Lacrosse.” On the back,  outrage. What is goingon here?  most interesting of the interac-
o R b i

two crossed lacrosse sticks,are  How is it that educated and free-

the words: “IT TAKES A

QUICK STICK TO BEAT A
TIGHT CREASE.” Now, you
don’t need 10 be fluent in la-
crosse to get the gist of the in-
tended meaning, but justin case
you're alittle rusty, allow me to
spell itout, jn its English trans-

lation: “If I'm going torapeher,

Social house’s “art” exhibit is offensive

by Victoria E. Fischer

This letter comes as both an
invitation and as a warning to
the community: there is a new
“‘art” exhibit on display on the
north wall of the former Zeta Psi
house (now called the Mill).
What was at first a display of
two thoroughly tanned female
bod:esmsuuemvepmu.xm

ups that disgusts me.

I feel compelled to write an
open letter on this matter after
having confronted one of the
decorators in personand having
beentreated with disrespectand
complacency. I had been won-
dering for several weeks why
the pin-ups should face passers-
bymdmlhcmsdunoﬂz

tily
lycra and fm;e. has n:cenlly
taken an even more stimulating
(and, if I may add, revolting),
turn,

The residents have now
bolted a two-story long, purple
fish hook onto the wall in place
of the former fratemity symbol.
Its shaft plunges between the
two women and fiercely cradles
onecof them inits hook. The fish
hook, which is a piece made by

Mlddlebwymhn.nmln

room (for his shad

tently drawn down, concealing
the pictures from his view), sol
approached him ash J
ladder installing the hook and

nﬂunnhvulmdm
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picrcing the airnexttoher head,
and I continue to walk by, won-
dering why I and all other
bers of the i
dmldlnv:lolainmlnwd

forced upon us is another. I ref-
metolumdlnnm;clmmn

thinking adullts...come to wear a shirt
that is essentially an advertisement

advocating rape?

How isit thateducated and free-
thinking adults, living in a
community of supposed liberal-
ism and progressive ideology,
eomewwearnshindm is es-

qonl I have had concerning the

T-shirt occured
last Thursday, the night of the
“Take Back The Night” march
and rllly (a cormmmny event

lly an adverti ad-
voca.ung npe" Is it dul lhcy
don’t

pr g viol against
women). Standing in line at
dinner, I dth in front

mum"h it that they donl

b fm; for

d what it means to be

allhoughnlhnbemauwdin
ignorance and tastelessness by

not spell out the connotations mlylkw.illlmbcwmz
Any exposure to male America’s

sexist slang will allow one to
interpret the “art.”

many. And as members of this

raped? Think about it.."IT
TAKES A QUICK S11CK TO
BEAT A TIGHT CREASE.”
It’s short and snappy and to the
point. The lacrosse jargon coin-
cides perfectly with the appro-
priate sexual imagery. It’s even
got -internal rhyme. Really
funny, right?

Sure. It’s hilarious. One out
of evay four women will be

ildni:mv-y.hdmp;o
i P ey

d during her
Halnc.Amnqu:devuy

dents and members of the Mill
agree that the fish hook is a
work of art they want on their
wall, Jet it be. But the pin-ups

ds in this coun-
lty Every three minutes
woman is battered. In Vermont

l-d-.V'-'q-ﬂby
choice is onc thing, having it

of me—saw those chilling words
once again in bold black letters:
“IT TAKES A QUICK STICK
TOBEATATIGHTCREASE.”

didn't see it that way. When [
inquired as to how he did sec it,
Ilemd.“lllutulmuy I




