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sent him to his knees. The mandatory
eight-count rule, which requires that
fighters knocked off their feet must take
a count of eight before resuming battle,
had been waived for the meeting, and
Machen popped back to his feet at once,
though dazed and with blood streaming
down his face. It was an opportunity—
an opponent momentarily helpless—that
would have been capitalized on imme-
diately by a Rocky Marciano or a Cas-
sius Clay or a Sonny Liston. But Patter-
son stood quietly by and waited, looking
at Machen with a curious half smile on
his face. He did not move in for the kill,
and Machen quickly recovered.

This was the maneuver—or rather, the
nonmaneuver—that upset Johansson.
“*You take a step back when you should
not,”” he told Patterson in the dressing
room. ““You had him hurt maybe five,
six times. Why you don’'t move in? You
must take a step forward, Floyd.” Pat-
terson looked at him enigmatically and
did not reply. Later, however, Patter-
son said, “‘I was winning the 11th round
when I hurt him, and I looked in his
face and 1 saw hurt and defeat. This
1s a man who has had a hard life. He
has been broke and in a mental insti-
tution. Should I knock him down fur-
ther for my own good? I was winning.
I didn’t have to hurt him.”” Then he add-
ed, “"He fought a good fight. He deserves
a shot at Clay more than1do. He's broke
and he’s been down, and he deserves
" g

This kindliness of Floyd’s, a reflection
of his hunger for friendship, for approv-
al, for recognition, has its counterpart
in his fear and resentment of disapprov-
al, his touchiness, his moodiness. Before
the fight in Stockholm (from which
he earned $100,000, as a crowd of 40,-
000 damp Swedes paid approximately
$300,000 dollars to watch on a rainy
northern evening), Floyd annoyed even
his enthusiastic Scandinavian admirers
by sequestering himself like a moody
Garbo in a small resort town 300 miles
from Stockholm, He strained the abun-
~ dant friendship most of the Swedish
m has for him by making himself
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“*He misses Cus D'Amato.” sad a
man who is close to Patterson, referring
to Floyd's first and longtime manager.
from whom he 1s estranged. "‘He tries to
do everything himself now-—run the
camp, worry about the money, take
legal advice, everything. D' Amato used
to do all that and keep hum away from
everyone sO that he could concentrate
on fighting. And then you have to re-
member that he was raised by Cus. When
Cus first got him he was just a kid who
didn’t know anything about anything.
All he knows and all his attitudes he
got from D Amato, including his sus-
picions and prejudices and his quickness
to resent. He's got all of D'Amato’s
craftiness without D’Amato’s back-
ground and intelligence.”™

In one of his rare colloguies with a
member of the press, Patterson said, *‘l
have to prove something. If I could pre-
view a fight and see that 1 would be
destroyed I would still fight. If I had to
fight every day for seven days 1 would
do it to prove myself.”” He focused all
of his attention on the task at hand:
beating Machen, proving himself. Al-
though his brother Ray, who served as
a sparring partner in his camp, could
have had a fight on the card with Floyd
and Machen, Patterson turned thumbs
down on the grounds that he had to
give his entire concentration to his
own bout and did not want to have to
worry about his brother at the same
time. In his final day with his sparring

partners, he fought strenuously. After a

round in which he had scored heavily to
Floyd's head, brother Ray came back to

his corner and said doubtfully to a train-

er, ““They said to let them go, didn’t
they? You better ask Florio if he meant
it.”” Dan Florio, Patterson’s old trainer
and current manager, meant it, and in
the last round of training the brothers
went at each other at top speed, m
viciously.
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three times | had him hurt. Bt
I'm not used 10 ths movingan style.
I m not blaming anvbody, but | migv
have done betier staving back and hit-
ting. You can't fight one way seven
vears and another way for five fights
and feel natural. | charged him o0
much, and | wasn 't on balance 1o fallow
up the good shots. ™

Machen set the pattern of the fight in
the first round, moving 10 Patterson and
trying to get close 10 him so that Floyd's
punching power would be smothered.
He succeeded fawly well, but Patterson
was accurate with a guick left jab. Once
he backed out of the infighting with a
strong combination of four punches to
the body which stopped Machen in his
tracks, and after that Machen was cau-
tious about hmkh' away ﬁn the
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